PENN CENTRAL CONFERENCE

“Where Does My Money Go When I Give to My Church 

and My Church Supports Our Church’s Wider Mission?”  Part 2
If you give $100.00 to your local church, and if your church gives 10% of their operating budget to Our Church’s Wider Mission, you are giving $10.00.  

Out of your $10.00, $7.00 stays in Penn Central Conference, and $3.00 goes on to our United Church of Christ Ministries.

The $3.00 that goes on to the national ministries supports global mission work in over 22 countries, including child sponsorship, refugee programs and national disaster response; develops resources for stewardship, worship and Christian Education; provides advocacy in areas of health care and human rights; supplements the pension of retired UCC clergy; and pays the salaries of the very helpful people that work on our behalf in areas like ministerial authorization.

The $7.00 that stays in Penn Central helps do the following:

$2.52 supports two Conference Associate Ministers and a Conference Minister, who assist our churches with searching for a new pastor and doing church planning; who guide our Association Councils and Committees on Ministry; who listen to and work with the concerns of our local congregations; and who help us start new programs and even new churches. 
$1.68 pays for the Minister of Communications, an Administrative Assistant, and a Profile Secretary / Receptionist.  These people provide the communications, such as PC Connections, Monthly Mailing, and The Quarterly that allow our churches to exchange ideas and learn about resources for growing and supporting their local congregations.  They research and answer questions for our congregations and keep records of our church’s gifts and histories.  This budget area also includes our Accounting Service, as well as supplies and postage.
$1.12 supports our programs such as Outdoor Ministries [including our Director of Outdoor Ministries and Youth], Stewardship, Youth and Young Adult Ministries, UEK, Namibia and Dakota Partnerships, Christian Education, Stewardship, and Worship.

$.84 supports congregational, community and leadership ministries.  In this category are grants to our pastors in need; help with counseling and testing for pastors and students; grants to higher education; scholarships; continuing education for clergy; and other items to support our congregations and clergy.

$.84 supports our ecumenical, UCC and related ministries, such as Lancaster Theological Seminary, the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, the UCC Historical Council, and other ecumenical partnerships and commitments.  It also provides money to help support sending Penn Central delegates to General Synod every two years.
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